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The home education forums and support lists have been awash with the story that I’m 

trying to get support for the idea to revitalise Education Otherwise, the UK Home education 

support charity. 

This paper is a simple explanation of my thinking behind the idea.  

It began with a very simple train of thought that I had three years ago which has been 

growing in my mind ever since. Some of you will probably have heard me explain it in 

various places during the last three years. But now, it seems to me, things have become far 

more urgent. 

My initial thoughts were: 

1. Labour might win the next election (now less than a year away) 

2. ‘They’ don't like us and will/may resurrect Badman (plenty of evidence for this, I 

consider the recent news that the Child Safeguarding Boards have commissioned the 

NSPCC to look at HE involvement in Serious Case reviews, probably timed to be 

completed around the time of the next election a first shot in the next assault on home 

education rights) 

3. We need to fight this, it would bring in crippling new legislation.  

4. National campaigns cost money, at least on a large scale they do. 

5. We need to start putting a war chest together (I think a big one perhaps £100,000 or 

more) 

6. We need a charity to manage that (infrastructure issue - bank account, auditing, formal 

treasurers, democratic decision making accountability etc. etc.) 

7. Its too late (and getting later while we argue) to set up a new one 

8. The only extant one we have is EO, which is still in a recovery mode. 

9. Ergo EO needs further revitalisation and help with its development. 

Everything else comes out of that decision. 

What has EO got that we need 

 It has systems for fund raising 

 It has a bank account 

 It has a magazine 

 It has a significant membership already 

 It’s a known name outside the HE community 

 It has a respected telephone help line 

 It has a number of local contacts 

 It has a constitution (which probably needs reforming, but it still has one) 

 It has charity status and is therefore accountable 

 It has a democratic structure 

 It has a board of trustees (although they need help) 
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 It has many volunteers already 

 It has a lot of talent already doing stuff 

 It has a website that is well known 

 It has a lot of policies we would need already in place 

In short it already has many of the things we would need to put in place before even 

beginning a fund raising drive.  

I believe that small groups (such as those on Facebook and various mailing lists) cannot 

have the resources necessary to fight a coordinated campaign against any new proposed 

legislation. In many ways EO is now weaker than it was in 2008, and it was pretty weak 

then. We only avoided legislation by the calling of a General Election, we cannot expect to 

be so lucky a second time around. Remember even now in its weakened state it still has at 

least 2,000 members (it could be more but its Dbase is still being recovered from earlier 

problems and recruiting is slow for the same reason, so the actual figure is uncertain) 

The Proposals 

EO is in no fit state to fight, or resource a major campaign. In fact it has over the last few 

years withdrawn from that function. To become effective EO will need a vast influx of 

volunteers at both national and local levels. If that is to happen we need to know if there are 

people out there who want to volunteer. We need to know if there is the will to make EO a 

power house that could become a pivotal resource for a defence against government 

interference. 

Implicit in that question is what people regard as ‘necessary conditions’ for them being 

willing to get involved. In discussions on various forums it’s been established that many 

people think there are three fundamental objectives that EO should agree to adher to: 

That EO did nothing that would endanger the legal right to refuse: 

 Imposed registration,  

 Imposed curriculum 

 Imposed monitoring 

Basically that EO made an absolute commitment not to embark on any activity that could 

lead to negotiating away these three fundamental rights we have fought so hard over forty 

or more years to establish. 

Others have pointed out that further reforms of EO need to occur to make EO a suitable 

organisation with which to proceed. These reforms are too numerous and complex to 

explain here in detail, but basically they revolve around policy reforms and training issues. 

Where did the idea come from? 

The idea is entirely mine, though now I’ve made it public I’m unsurprised that a number of 

other people have been thinking along similar lines. There is no intention whatsoever of 
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'taking over' EO as has been suggested in some quarters, and I’m happy to work with 

anyone who is working to the same agenda. 

This idea has not emanated from the EO council. Some of the trustees have seen the idea and 

have already indicated support and I’m waiting for the rest to read it and get back to me. It 

is entirely possible however, that they will reject it, in which case it is dead in the water.  

I would not however, be willing to continue support for the idea should EO reject reform 

while accepting help to raise either volunteers or funds. I don’t see that this could either 

work or be acceptable to others in the HE community. 

I did discuss the idea at a meeting at my home a few weeks ago with two members of EO 

council. It seemed to me that there was no point in starting off a process if there was no 

support at all for the idea from among the EO trustees, who are at the end of the day 

responsible for the charity and who have worked so hard over the last three years or so to 

aid it’s recovery following a rather difficult period during which, most people would now 

accept that a number of ‘poor decisions’ were made. 

What the idea is not about. 

There is no intention of giving away rights, EO could not, in any event do that as it neither 

has nor would seek such a power. Personally, I've been involved in campaigning for HE for 

over 20 years and have always worked to, minimise government involvement in the lives of 

Home educators and assert that HE is a function of parenting which is a natural right of 

parents.  

Neither is it my intention that EO involves itself alone in negotiating with central 

government in such a crisis such as that I fear we are heading towards. Rather that it 

becomes a resource to assist the funding of large projects and events lending support to 

initiatives, not necessarily its own, during a crisis. Examples might include funding 

traveling for those willing to talk to officials, hiring premises for meetings and perhaps 

organising demonstrations in larger cities (perhaps a ‘teach in’ in Hyde park for example). 

Running conferences etc. perhaps to enable activists to Liaise or brain storm ideas. Basically 

whatever is required that might aid the home education community. 

Proposed Ideas 

Initially I had no firm or certain idea about how EO might function, only that we needed 

resources and as a large charity EO was best positioned to do that, but since I made my 

thoughts public there have been a number of constructive proposals from forum members. 

One is that EO could operate as a fund which could help build up involvement in local 

campaigns. While in many areas the local HE community is well established and capable of 

mounting an effective campaign without assistance, there are still a number of places 

around England and Wales which have few or no local support structures. The idea is that 

when asked by local families, EO could assist by hiring meeting halls and paying for people 
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with experience of fighting other local campaigns to travel and offer help in getting started, 

bring people together and establish structures where none exist. Basically perform a ‘pump 

priming’ function to get things started. 

It could develop good training on the law for local people who lack the confidence to get 

involved. Once you start thinking about it, there are lots of things it could do along these 

lines. 

EO could also offer resources to help coordinate effort in a large campaign and even help set 

up large scale events such as arranging for families to hold a 'teach in' or some such event in 

London or even as a local event, to show our displeasure of proposals, practice of policy.  

The Future 

To get EO into a fit state would require a lot of effort and continued reform. It's a bit late to 

start the process off, we're only a year away from the next election and Ed Balls has already 

stated he wants to return to the Badman proposals. We really do need to be ready for this. I 

think we're embarking on an uphill struggle to even impact on Labours plans but just to sit 

back and rely upon a disparate network of small groups with no resources is in my opinion 

suicidal. 

I strongly urge everyone to support this idea. 

best wishes 

Mike FW. 

 


